
Charm, Dawkins 6 

ACT ONE  
 
INTRODUCTIONS, GREETINGS & FAREWELLS   
 
[Lights up on MAMA DARLIN. She is 67 years old, immaculately dressed in a classic 
suit skirt ensemble and heels.  She’s just this side of pushing the colors and accessories, 
and her make up belongs on someone maybe twenty years her junior, but she’s wearing it 
well and –more importantly—wearing it proud.  Her white gloved hands folded politely 
in front of her, she addresses us, her guests.] 
 
MAMA 
Good Evening. 
[Pauses. She’ll wait for a response.  Once she gets it:]   
Oh thank you, yes good evening.  I’m so glad to see all of you here tonight. You. Look.  
Beautiful.  
My name is Miss Darleena Andrews. You may call me Miss Andrews. You may call me 
Miss Darleena.  But most people just call me Mama Darlin.  And I like that.   
I am so lookin’ forward to getting’ to know each and every one of you. 
But before we get started, there is one thing I need to make perfectly clear and that is, I 
have zero interest in lookin’ at your butt crack.   
So, young men, I want you to look down at your lap, if you would for me please. If you 
are wearin’ pants with a waistband that is somewhere down around your knees, I want 
you to stand up.  [She waits a hot second, then with teacher voice.]  Stand Up!  Ladies, 
do me a favor, look at the man seated beside you.  If you can see his underpants, make 
him stand up.  Ooo, and ladies, you too.  If you got your nekkid behind hangin’ out the 
back of your pants, nobody wants to see that, either. And I’ll tell you now, the people on 
the street who do want to see that are not the people you want seein’ it.  So, do yourselves 
a favor and stand up. Now, grab your pants and lift them allll the way up above your 
waist.  For those of you who need help locatin’ your waist, it is that area just below your 
bellybutton.  I should see no Organ Trail coming up from your fly.  Once you have pulled 
your pant alllll the way up, tighten that belt.  Real tight.  And be seated. 
There. Don’t you feel like a whole new you?  Instead of some ho you knew? 
Alright.  Now that’s out of the way, 
Welcome to Charm! 
 
* 
 
[D and Mama in the classroom.  D in the middle of an instructional talk to Mama, goes 
about the room, pulling out chairs that are sloppily stacked in the corner, picking up 
some food wrappers left in the room, opening windows, etc.] 
 
D 
Try to get them to sign in if you can.  Even if they only poke their head in.  We need to 
show we have “numbers”, you know?  God forbid we provide a service that’s only 
helpful to one person.  It has to be a whole group or no one at all.   
Sorry, I can preach. 
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