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MAMA 
Two way street, Ariela. What do you say? 
 
ARIELA 
Right. – Thank you, Beta.  […]  I like your style.  I like that you got a look, and it never 
changes. It’s like your signature.  [A realization.]  That’s cool. 
 
BETA 
Yeah. 
 
VICTORIA 
Mama, those shoes you wearin’ today are so good. 
 
ARIELA 
Yes, ma’am! They are Di-SGU- / sting! 
 
JONELLE 
Don’t even! I cannot go on, I am gagging so hard on your shoes, Mama! 
 
MAMA 
Thank you, babies, that’s / very sweet of— 
 
VICTORIA 
[A deluge.]  Jonelle, I like your glasses, they make you look smart and I think you are 
smart, so that’s good.  And Ariela, I think you’re so beautiful. I would give anything to 
be skinny and pretty like you. And, New Guy, I think it’s cool you came to Charm School 
even though I can tell you got money, you still want some charm, and I like that.  Beta, I 
like that you quiet most the time cuz I don’t know a lot of people who’s quiet.  And 
Donnie, I know we go through a lot a shit, boy, but I love you cuz I know you a good 
person inside.  You the daddy of my kids, and I’m a always stand by you ‘cuz I see the 
good person in you. I see the good person.  Y’all are good people.  And I see that!! 
 
[Beat.] 
[Beat.] 
[Beat.] 
[Instantly, everyone is up out of their seats, complimenting each other, all at once. It’s 
genuine, fierce, a sudden, loud need to divulge their bottled appreciation for each other. 
It maybe comes as a surprise to the kids as they spill their admiration onto each other. 
It’s a volcano of positivity.  Logan does not participate.  He’s stunned.  Neither does 
Mama. So is she.  This can be adlibbed.  When it’s over, the room is full of crazy 
positivity. No one quite knows what to do with it.  Finally Logan stands, visibly shaken.] 
 
LOGAN 
You all … You all are the nicest people I’ve ever met! 
 
* 
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VICTORIA 
No, he did, Mama. This guy, he from another gang, right?  And that gang had just shot 
one a Donnie’s brothers.  Not like his real brother, but like from his gang? 
 
MAMA 
I understand. 
 
VICTORIA 
Anyway, this guy hit Donnie’s brother. Shot him in a park, right in front of his kids, 
Mama. Then like the next day, all them guys come up in our hood wearin’ colors.  You 
know, colors? [Mama shakes her head.]  They wearing clothes like from their gang.  
Right after they shot Markus. They was braggin’ with they clothes. What they was 
wearing … was not appropriate.  
But Donnie ain’t killed nobody. He shot ‘em, yeah, but he did his time, he good now. He 
out of the gang mostly, and he tryna be a good daddy and a good husband and all that. 
 
MAMA 
But? 
 
VICTORIA 
I think he tryin’ to go back. 
 
MAMA 
Back where? To prison?  Why on earth would he want to do that? 
 
VICTORIA 
To be with his girlfriend. 
To be with Nikki.  That’s her name. Or his name, I don’t know the right word. 
[Beat.]  
See, everybody just think Donnie and me come to Charms cuz a the free food sometimes, 
but … we go cuz Donnie--  Cuz my husband in love with --- 
I mean she ain’t like you, Mama, she ain’t had all the surgeries and everything, but I seen 
her picture.  She real pretty, Mama.  [That’s hard to admit.]  She real pretty. 
 
MAMA 
Victoria… 
 
VICTORIA 
It’s okay, I mean, he didn’t know.  Before he went in, he didn’t--- He really did love me 
for real—he do love me for real.  You can’t tell nobody neither, you gotta swear you 
won’t tell nobody. 
 
MAMA 
I would never. 
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VICTORIA 
Cuz like, in our hood, where we from, if anybody found out Donnie in love with a--- it 
just a lot safer if it look like he still love me.  I can protect him. 
 
MAMA 
Do you love him, Victoria? 
 
VICTORIA 
He my best friend.  Shit, he my only friend.  I try to be real nice to people, I think that’s 
important. But I got my kids to take care of, and Donnie to take care of, and we still tryna 
get us a place to live.  ‘Sides he say Nikki got at least three more years if she good, five if 
she bad.  And I think she pretty bad.   
At least he told me. Soon as he got out.  You know how many girls got HIV from they 
man on the DL?  Donnie ain’t play me like that. He told me straight.  [She giggles in 
spite of herself.]  Well, not straight. 
He got a crush on you too. 
 
MAMA 
Me? 
 
VICTORIA 
Yeah.  That’s why he act all tough in class.  He tryna impress you. 
 
MAMA 
He’s failing. 
 
VICTORIA 
I thought comin’ a Charms could help us with our “situation,” you know?  Now, here you 
are bein’ so nice to me, tryna help me get a job and a place to stay and get my kids back.  
And Donnie just tryna--- What if he do somethin’ stupid just to go back?  What if he give 
up on me?  Cuz why would he stay with --?  [She’s gonna cry, but nope she puls it 
together. A strong front.]  Not aw. It don’t matter. I ain’t givin’ up on him.  He got me, I 
am with him. That is for real.   
I just wish there was somebody I was enough for. 
 
* 
 
FORMAL ENTERTAINING 
 
[D’s office. D is tense.  This scene comes off the previous one quickly, maybe even with D 
starting the scene while Mama’s still with Victoria, causing her to have to walk through 
time and space to get to this next moment. In the second act, things are less boxed in and 
defined. We start queering the space a bit, fucking with the system as Mama herself starts 
to lose control over it.  The middle of a talk.] 
 
D 
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